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Christology

The word "Christology” comes from two Greek words meaning "Christ | Messiah" and "word" - which combine to mean "the study of Christ."
Christology is the study of the Person and work of Jesus Christ.

Study Guidelines

Estimated Start Time: 8.00 PM

1. 15 minutes worship,
2. 25 minutes study and

3. 15 minutes prayer

Estimated Finish Time: 8.55 PM

Time to Leave home: before 9.30 PM

Christology in the Old Testament

Introduction

The word "Christology” comes from two Greek words meaning "Christ/ Messiah” and "word"” - which combine to mean "the study of Christ."

Christology is the study of the Person and work of Jesus Christ.

From the study of the old and new testament, it can be concluded that the Christology is addressed in the old testament as God prepares a
throne, office and the people for the coming of the Messiah in the new testament. In this lesson, we shall study Christology as seen in the old

testament.

Christology in the Old Testament

a. Christ is being compared to old testament figures. The study of priestly, Kingly and prophetic offices in the old testament is the preparation for the
arrival of the King, Priest and Judge who is Jesus Christ. Several examples are given in the Old Testament that predict the offices of Jesus Christ
in the New Testament. Jesus is Compared to Adam, Abraham, Moses, Elijah, Jonah, King Solomon, and David etc.

il Qerflibsfug 1522 symmapéger asbsorgid nflésnsiBure, AflebgadEgar asoeonmbd 2 ulicilssi@ar]sear.
For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.
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Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my day: and he saw it, and was glad.
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That the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ; that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through
faith.
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For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.
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And, behold, there appeared unto them Moses and Elias talking with him.,
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And when the people were gathered thick together, he began to say, This is an evil generation: they seek a sign; and there shall no sign be
given it, but the sign of Jonas the prophet.

vii. 30. Gumenm wleolBa L onssIHESE S wrsmonilmhEsEHGuTsy, 1IEpELGHLITEID BlhessF FHeEsEE
L LT eaT Lo S oy -

For as Jonas was a sign unto the Ninevites, so shall also the Son of man be to this generation.
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The gqueen of the south shall rise up in the judgment with this generation, and shall condemn it; for she came from the uttermost parts of

the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and, behold, a greater than Solomon is here,

2. The old testament tradition of anointing the King predicted the coming of the Anointed Messiah. inthe oid Testament, kings, priests and
prophets were anointed. The study of Messiah of the New Testament (Jesus Christ) and his offices as King, Prophet and Judge was already predicted
and enacted in the old Testament thus affirming that Christology began in the Old Testament.

a. Jesus unequivocally says that He is the ChfiSt (Anointed One).
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And he saith unto them, But whom say ye that | am? And Peter answereth and saith unto him, Thou art the Christ.
b. During the final trial, Jesus unveils his ldentity as the Christ and Son of God.
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But he held his peace, and answered nothing. Again the high priest asked him, and said unto him, Art thou the Christ, the Son of the
Blessed?
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And Jesus said, | am: and ye shall see the Son of man sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven.
c. Jesus' title on the Cross proclaimed Him as the King of the Jews{Anointed King). This title was predicted in the Old Testament, when David was
crowned as King, after He was anointed by Prophet Samuel.
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And the superscription of his accusation was written over, THE KING OF THE JEWS.
d. The coming of the Son of Man was already foretold in the Old Testament through many of the prophets of the Old Testament. All the messianic
prophecies becomes fulfilled in Jesus Christ. Thus we can say that Christology begins in the Old Testament.
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But those things, which God before had showed by the mouth of all his prophets, that Christ should suffer, he hath so fulfilled.
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Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the
Lord;
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And he shall send Jesus Christ, which before was preached unto you:

3. Old Testament is full of MESSIANIC predictions that point directly to Jesus Christ.

a. Jesus is spoken of as the lowly (humble and meek) King in the old testament.
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Rejoice greatly, O daughter of fion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem: behold, thy King cometh unto thee: he is just, and having salvation;
lowly, and riding upon a donkey, and upon a colt the foal of a donkey.

b. Jesus is spoken of as the Son of Man enthroned in divine splendor in the Old Testament. Daniel sees the Son of Man, in a vision and Daniel was
asked to write down the vision that would become fulfilled in Jesus Christ. Jesus is seen in the Old Testament as the Son of God, who is
enthroned at the right hand of God, as the mediator and judge of the world (\Walker, 2012, p.96).
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| saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they
brought him near before him.
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And there was given him dominion, and glory, and a Kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages, should serve him: his dominion is an

everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his Kingdom that which shall not be destroyed.

4, The purpose of the Old Testament can be seen as a preparation for Christ. We can see that God was working on the concepts of ‘Son of God' and ‘Son
of Man' even in the Old Testament.

a. The concept of Son of God was developed in the Old Testament, as God speaks to King David, of the firstborn, who will be higher than all the kings
of the earth.
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He shall cry unto me, Thou art my father, my God, and the rock of my salvation.
ii.27. mUel SEueDaN NG (pSHibcumTenaugpid, wblullar grggrEsmani uUTNTESlgND ST B WITHSeIENILDT S Calr
Also | will make him my firsthorn, higher than the kings of the earth.
b. Jesus was often referred to Son of David {Son of Man), in the new testament.
Lgmasr 1835, Uay omi afi@srasss suuwn ambburg, m eoLa anfumds 2 o snibE
And it came to pass, that as he was come nigh unto Jericho, a certain blind man sat by the way side begainag:
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And hearing the multitude pass by, he asked what it meant.
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And they told him, that Jesus of Nazareth passeth by.
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And he cried, saying, Jesus, thou son of David, have mercy on me,
c. God was getting ready the concept of “Son of man', for the first time, in the book of Ezekiel. Truly the Son of Man (Jesus) is the one who will truly
resurrect the dead to eternal life.
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And he said unto me, Son of man, can these bones live? And | answered, O Lord GOD, thou knowest.

5. God works through time. The Old Testament time proved to be time of promise and hope.

a. After the collapse of Davidic rule, God rejected the house of Judah but promises another Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father and
Prince of Peace, who is better than the mere King.
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Forunto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful,
Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.
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Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his Kingdom, to order it, and to

establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The real of the LORD of hosts will perform this.

6. During the post-exilic period (after the return of captives from Babylon), God prepares for the Coming of Christ.

a. The concept of the coming of Messiah gets deepened during the post-exilic period.
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Rejoice greatly, O daughter of fion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem: behold, thy King cometh unto thee: he is just, and having salvation;
lowly, and riding upon a donkey, and upon a colt the foal of a donkey.
b. During the post-exilic period, God promises King, who loves to dwell amidst His people.
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Sing, O daughter of fion; shout, O Israel; be glad and rejoice with all the heart, O daughter of Jerusalem.
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The LORD hath taken away thy judgments, he hath cast out thine enemy: the king of Israel, even the LORD, is in the midst of thee: thou shalt
not see evil any more.

7. Jesus is not mere Son of Man {e.g. Son of the line of David), but He is Emmanuel, promised to Israel.

a. Jesus should not be construed as mere Son of Man. He is the pre-existent Son of God who became flesh (Immanuel) as promised in Isaiah.
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Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.
b. Marks begins the gospel, declaring Jesus as the Son of God
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The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God;
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As it is written in the prophets, Behold, | send my messenger before thy face, which shall prepare thy way before thee.

c. John beqgins the gospel, declaring Jesus as the Son of God (the Word that was God, but later became flesh)
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In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

i.2. oeuj suilGen Gameubamobsmy
The same was in the beginning with God.
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All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made.
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And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace
and truth.

Conclusion

Christology of the old testament provides the basis for the coming of the Messiah in the new testament. The doctrine of the threefold
offices of Christ, namely, the royal, priestly and prophetic offices offers a considerable number of connections points with the Old Testament. Jesus
is the Son of God, the Messiah and the Son of Man whom the world needs to be saved. The Study of Christ begins in the Old Testament as many

appearances of God in the Old Testament are alluded to Christ.
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